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Lushais. To kill a python is sure to result in the death of the
killer. Even to see a loris is unlucky and to kill one is fatal.
The sight of two snakes copulating will also be followed by
serious illness, if not by death. The Lushai Chawifa is known
as " Thla-shi-pu," and if it falls in the jungle that is the place to
cut your j hum, for then you are sure of a good crop. It seems
that Thla-shi-pu is merely a meteor; the Lakhers have not sur-
rounded this natural phenomenon with the myths which the
more imaginative Lushais delight in. In choosing the site for
a village a cock is taken, and if it does not crow the site will
not be selected, but if one of the party dream of dead persons
or bad things this is also sufficient cause for rejecting the
site.

Among the Lakhers there are no priests of any sort; every
man is his own priest. At the marriage ceremony the fowl is
killed by the man who has arranged the match.